November 23, 2011 

Dear Council member:
On behalf of the membership of the Greater Providence Chamber of Commerce  and the Rhode Island Construction and Building Trades Council, we are writing to ask that you reconsider your decision to appeal the Federal Aviation Administration’s (FAA) approval of the TF Green Master Plan.  

The FAA’s approval of the airport’s Master Plan marks an important milestone in a project that has spanned two decades and garnered the input of many, including local residents, business professionals and airport officials. The approved plan provides a balanced and fair development option that also considers the needs of the local community and state. And it comes after a thorough, careful and inclusive study of the impacts to the residents, the community and the environment.  
To appeal this decision now would only serve to delay a very important economic development project that could bring new jobs and revenue to the City of Warwick and the State of Rhode Island. It’s estimated that the project would create close to 800 new jobs and infuse more than $90 million in spending into the City of Warwick alone. 
There is no denying that Rhode Island is at a crossroads. The current economic climate makes it even more important that we come together as a community to support this process and work with the Rhode Island Airport Corporation and the FAA to push for completion of this important economic development project. 

This process has gone on for far too long. Now is the time to move forward, and to prepare for an economic landscape that looks very different from today. Green Airport is an indispensable public facility that connects Rhode Island to a universe of economic opportunity and we need to ensure the facility’s competitiveness. 
The Chamber and the Rhode Island Construction and Building Trades Council stand ready to work with you to get this important project completed.

Sincerely,

Laurie White 
President 
