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Greater Providence Chamber of Commerce/RI Building and Construction Trades Council Urge Warwick City Council to Drop FAA Appeal 

The Greater Providence Chamber of Commerce today joined with the Rhode Island Building and Construction Trades Council to voice disappointment in the Warwick City Council’s decision to appeal the Federal Aviation Administration’s approval of the TF Green Master Plan.  The two groups have co-authored a letter to council members urging them to withdraw the appeal and let the improvements move forward.
“The FAA’s approval marks an important milestone in a project that has spanned two decades and garnered the input of many including local residents, business professionals and airport officials,” said Laurie White, president of the Greater Providence Chamber of Commerce. “To appeal this decision now would only serve to delay a very important economic development project that could bring new jobs and revenue to the City of Warwick and the State of Rhode Island.”
According to the FAA Record of Decision, improvements at TF Green could create more than 700 jobs and upwards of $90.6 million in business spending in the City of Warwick during the 2012 to 2020 construction period. When including indirect and induced impacts, it’s estimated the benefit would be more than 1,200 jobs and $130 million in additional spending in the City of Warwick, and additional benefits statewide.
“It’s time for us to commit to the complete transformation of TF Green,” said Michael F. Sabitoni, president of the Rhode Island Building and Construction Trades Council. “We have already made key investments in the facility, including the construction of the InterLink transportation hub. Now we must move forward. Continued improvements at the airport will help to grow Rhode Island’s economy by creating jobs and putting our residents back to work.”
Earlier this summer, TF Green received approval from the FAA to move forward with its Master Plan for airport improvement projects, including extending the main runway to 8,700 feet, the development of new runway safety areas, and the construction of a new cargo facility. The $200 million project was expected to begin in the Spring of 2012. 

The Chamber and the Rhode Island Building and Construction Trades Council are committed to working together to provide support to the Rhode Island Airport Corporation, the FAA and the host community to get this important project completed.
