June 11, 2009

Mr. Richard Doucette

Environmental Program Manager

Federal Aviation Administration

New England Region

12 New England Executive Park

Burlington, MA   01803

Dear Mr. Doucette:

On behalf of the members of the Greater Providence Chamber of Commerce and the Rhode Island business community, we are writing to express our support for the recently announced preferred alternative as proposed by the Federal Aviation Administration regarding improvements at T. F. Green Airport.   

Alternative B-4, which extends the main runway to 8,700 feet to the south, is one which we believe achieves the objectives of the Rhode Island business community by providing non-stop service to the West Coast from T.F. Green Airport while minimizing the impacts to the local host community and to the environment. The business community has long advocated for the need for a competitive airport, one which offers a variety of air service and options for the traveling public including business travelers.
T.F. Green Airport is a significant economic engine for the State of Rhode Island and we need to ensure its economic viability. We believe the improvements as suggested by the Rhode Island Airport Corporation and currently under review by the FAA will ensure the long term success of T.F. Green.

While the continued economic vitality of the airport is essential, it is also of critical importance to improve the safety of T.F. Green Airport and its runways. Alternative B-4 accomplishes this objective as well by expanding the runway safety areas of both existing runways. 
The study of various runway configurations and scenarios for T.F. Green has gone on for far too long – the time has come to move forward with a thoroughly reviewed and studied alternative and push for conclusion to this process. The State of Rhode Island cannot afford any further delays in ensuring the continued and future economic success of T.F. Green Airport.   

We thank you for the opportunity to provide comment and look forward to the process moving forward in an expeditious manner.

Sincerely,

Edward J. Cooney




Laurie White

Chairman





President

