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Classes

-----------

Our Fab Lab classes have continued. Classes are limited to 8 people, and have sold out each time they have been offered. Some of the workshops are:

* Introduction to Arduino: An ongoing intensive 4 week class introducing microcontrollers to artists and craftspeople.

* Introduction to the Laser Cutter: A three hour orientation and project workshop, this is required by everyone before they can sign up to use the laser cutter. Over 30 people have been trained on the laser cutter.

* Pure Data Club: A bi-weekly meeting exploring the Pure Data (Pd) visual programming environment.

* 3D Printing Summit: A weekend of workshops on three dimensional printing hardware and software. Over the course of the weekend we constructed a Makerbot 3D printer, which was raffled off as a fundraiser for the Lab to purchase its own Makerbot printer.

* Broadside printing: A three part class taught in conjunction with the Community Print shop. Participants scan a typeface from the Public Library's private collection, cut new wood type on the laser cutter, then use the type to print broadsides on the print shop's letterpress.

Connecting with the Fab Lab Network

----------------------------------------

AS220 Labs is making more connections within the global Fab Lab network. 

In early July we assisted the MIT Media Lab in setting up a new Fab Lab at the Haystack School of Crafts in Maine. We are also sending a representative to the FAB5 annual conference in India.

Planning the Community Maker Festival

-----------------------------

AS220 Labs is organizing a big event in September in conjunction with Make Magazine. The Festival will feature Maker demos at Waterfire and a portable Fab Lab installed at Slater Mill for four days of workshops.

Starting the Fab Academy

---------------------------

AS220 Labs has been invited to be one of 10 pilot organizations participating in the Fab Academy. The Fab Academy is a new initiative of MIT's Center for Bits and Atoms that offers Certificates on relevant technical topics, and a Diploma aimed at vocational and technical training for employment and investment. The Fab Academy will accept the first Diploma students in the Fall of 2009.

